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PURPOSE OF A MILITARY MEMETICS 

PROGRAM

ü To develop a new approach to

ü Countering terrorists and insurgents 

before and after they become 

terrorists and insurgents: influencing 

beliefs in a scientific way

ü Preventing irrational conflict  and 

promoting rational solutions to 

national and international problems

ü Strengthening the U.S. military in 

üPeacekeeping missions

üPsychological operations

üRecruitment

üTraining

ü To make new discoveries concerning 

the human brain, cognition, and 

social networks 

http://www.ibiblio.org/nii/neuron.mpg


MILITARY MEMETICS CONGRUENT WITH 

NOTION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY OF IDEAS

ü The ñlong warò against terrorism is, 
fundamentally, a war of ideas

ü ñToday the centers of gravity of the conflict in Iraq 
and the global war on terror are not on the 
battlefields overseas.  Rather, the center of gravity 
of this war are on the centers of public opinion in 
the U.S. and in the capitals of free nations.  The 
gateways to those centers are the international 
media hubs and the capitals of the world.  Zawahiri 
has said that 50 percent of the current struggle is 
taking place in the arena of public information.
That may be an understatement.  Osama bin Laden, 
Zawahari, Zarqawi had media committees that 
consistently outpace our ability to respond.ò
[Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, 
ñIllustrative New 21st Century Institutions and 
Approaches,òSecret Memorandum, 1 May 06, as 
quoted by Bob Woodward, Washington Post , 8 Oct. 
06, P. B5]    



MILITARY MEMETICS CONGRUENT WITH 

NOTION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY OF IDEAS 

ü The Defense Sciences Research 
Council (DSRC) previously held a 
workshop on Epidemiology of Ideas

ü Goals of Epidemiology of Ideas

ü Ability to predict changing cultural 
values

ü Identify techniques to assure 
propagation of an idea

ü Identify who is vulnerable to a 
propagating idea

ü Determine characteristics of 
networks that facilitate spread of 
ideas

ü Predict the consequences of 
propagating an idea


